MILK CONTAINER
RECYCLING PROGRAM

In 1998, the Alberta Dairy Council met jugs and 502 metric tonnes of cartons.
with the Province’s Environment Minister

and Alberta Municipalities to discuss Enviro Kids Guide recently discussed
strategies that would help torecycle . the milk container recycling program
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of material that was ending up in | my, I cartons are required to make a
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Since that time, a number of inno- millions of containers that are
vative programs and advertising being recycled annually and kept
campaigns have helped to turn out of landfills. But we still have a
Alberta into the North American " long way to go. If we can convince
leader in recycling these used “ Albertans to recycle one more container
milk containers. All sizes of milk jugs and per household per week, this would be more
cartons are included in the program. Just  than 52,000,000 milk containers that would
over half of all plastic milk jugs are currently  be recycled into new products and that would
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“As big consumers of milk, kids can have a lot to say over where the empty
milk jugs and cartons can go. Into the garbage? No! Into recycling bags and
drop-off recycling bins? Yes! We are asking all Alberta kids to help recycle
52,000,000 more milk containers by swishing ‘n squishing - swish your
empty milk containers out with warm water to get rid of leftover milk and
squish them so that they take up less room in the blue bag or recycling bin.”

Swish...Squish & Presto!

You can help turn ...into these!
these.....

Advertising Campaigns
If there’s one thing Albertans are proud The latest advertising campaign has
of, it's the beautiful natural scenery and consumers stepping on milk containers
wide-open spaces our province has to to crush them. When they take their
offer. We don’t want to see a lot of litter foot away, the product has been trans-
cluttering up our pristine wilderness areas. formed into something else - like a card-
One of the early advertising campaigns board box or a flower pot. “These ad
the Alberta Dairy Council ran showed a campaigns have been very well received
picture of a large field of cattle that was by viewers,” says Roberta. “People really
littered with hundreds of empty milk like the fact that they can see the positive
containers. The ad encouraged viewers to impacts of recycling for themselves.”

crush and recycle their milk containers in
order to ‘show everyone you have a crush

on Alberta.’

Show everyone
you have a crush on Alberta.

Show everyone
you have a crush on Alberta.

. Crush and recycle

your empty milk containers.

Salt is the only rock humans can eat.
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What Are They Turned Into?

Recycling is like a gift that keeps on giving.
The same material can be used over and
over again. There are a number of other
environmental benefits associated with re-
cycling. First off, we are greatly reducing
the amount of material that is filling up our
landfill sites. By recycling milk cartons, we
also reduce the number of trees that need
to be cut down to produce paper products.
And finally, recycling plastic milk jugs and
turning them into new products leaves a
much smaller environmental footprint than
creating all of these products from a non-
renewable raw material!

Plastic milk jugs are the most valuable
commodity a municipality can handle in their
recycling program. These jugs provide an
excellent source of high density polyethylene
(HDPE) product that doesn’t contain any dye
in it. The lids to milk jugs are taken off and
dealt with separately because they are made
from a plastic that does contain dye.

Plastic pellets

A lot of the plastic jugs from Alberta

are transported to Merlin Plastics in
Delta, BC. The jugs are first put through
a chipper to break them up. They are
washed to get rid of any labels or
residual product left in the jug. The
remaining material is then dried and

put through a machine known as an
extruder. An extruder is like a huge
pasta machine - here the plastic is
melted at high temperatures and formed
into pellets when it is forced out of the
machine. These pellets are then sold

to plastic forming plants. Roberta notes
that “the HDPE pellets can be used in a
number of different products, such as
laundry or dish detergent containers,
flower pots or plastic composters to name
but a few. Any non-food grade container
or product made from HDPE could poten-
tially contain recycled milk jugs!”

Milk cartons are made from ‘polycoat’
which is a lightweight, high-grade
paperboard sandwiched between thin
layers of polyethylene film. This poly-
coat material is broken down using a
process known as hydrapulping. A
hydrapulper is like an enormous blender
where a combination of heat, water and
agitation break down the material to
produce raw fibre. The fibre can then be
used to make things like tissue products,
fine writing paper or corrugated medium
(the middle layer of corrugated cardboard).

The Pacific Ocean fills nearly a complete hemisphere
of the Earth's surface.
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