Wildlife Rehabilitation

Society of Edmonton

Compagstonale Care of Injured and Orphaned Wildlite

The Wildlife Rehabahitation Society of Edmonton 15 a non-profal.
chantable organization that provides compassionate care Lor
ujured and orphaned wildhfe. They also promote under-
standing and respeet for wildlife through educaton pro-
grams. The Sotwly manages a treatment centre which in-
cludes an admitting and assessment area, indoor intensive
care and exercise rooms. and outdoor flight pens. Smee 1989, they have helped approxmately
10,000 birds and mammals receive proper medical treatment with the ultimate goal of returnmg
these animals back to their natural habatat.

Enviro Kids Guide recently spoke with Chervl
Feldstein, the Executive Director of the SLH.J:I}
She tells us that “we help out all different species
of birds and small mammals: We always ask
people to call us first, th::nugh, before miervenmng
or bringing any wildhifi down. This allows us to
assess the stuatwn, and tell them the safiest way
to handle the creatures. Tt also gives us adviince
warmng s0 that we can g«E’[ prepared for the
ammals. The three species we can’t work with
are pigeons. skunks and bats because of con-
cerns they will spread diseases to other species.
83% of our patients are birds, and 15% are
mammals. The birds include perching birds,
walerfow] and rapiors. The small mammals
mclude toxes, squimels, hares, woodchucks,
muskrats and poroupines. We also work wath
deer fmwns and covote pups, but not with the
adults of these speaes. I vou find larpe
mammals that are imured or in distress, you
peed 1o contact ammal control of ot 15 m the

aity of Edmonton, and Fish & Wildlife m the

countryside.”
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Abandoned Babies

Some of the most frequent calls to the Wildhife
Rehabilitation Socaety revolve around baby
hares and fowns that people assume are aban-
doned. In most mstances, this 1s not the case.
Hares and lwwns have no scent when they are
first borm. This protects them [rom predators
who can’t smell them. The mothers will hade
these babics in o camouflaped area and go
forage tor themselves. Mother hares only come
hack 1o feed their babies a couple of times a
day - this way they don’t atiract predators to
therr relatively defenceless young. People may
think the babies are abandoned or orphaned,
but the mnﬂmhhly isn’t that far away. The
best uplion i$ to eave them where they are
until the mother returms to find them.

What do vou do when a well-meaning child
hnugs a baby hare home? Chervl tells us that
“a lot of people assume that wild animals will
ahandon their voung if they ve beem in contact with humans and pu.L.::d up their sn:n:l! bt this
150t really the case. The best bet is 1o bnng the baby hare back exactly where the ¢child found
it It mght be a good dea to rob vour hands m din first to camouflage vour scent - but even if
vou don’t do this the mother likely won't be bathered by the human smell. She will probably
come back and move the baby within twenty=four hours.”

Pets & Wild Animals

[t's instinetive for cats to chase after birds and
-amall anmmals. They don’t need to eat these birds,
s they are already well fed, so they just leave

them on the porch as “gifts™ for their owners, A

good way to protect wild birds and animals 15 by

keeping vour pets inside, or keeping them on a

leash. Chervl adds that “this s pamcutachy impor-

tant in the spring and summer months as there are

a lot of haby birds and anmals around and they

are easy pickings. [f yvour cat does bring in a bard

or small mammal, and it's stull alive, call the Wild-
life Rehabilitation Society ngllt away and we will
direct vou to the nearest vetennary clinic in vour
area, Cats have a protein in their saliva that wildhife
respond to nght away - so the animals wall need an
antidote to that protein fairly quicklv,™

@) Cver 80% of an apple is made up of water, f D




Nestlings & Fledglings

Baby birds are divided mto nesthngs and fedg-
hings. Mesthngs are very voung birds - they
have no feathers and their eves are closed.
Fledghngs are a hitle bit older and hgger and
are covered with down or feathers. If a nestling
fulls out of the nest, you should put it back
righit away. Don’t worry aboul the mother re-
jecting it because of the human scent - birds
have a temble sense of smell.

If vou see a Hedehng away from the nest.

though, vou probably don’t seed 1o worrn

about it In cartoons, mother birds give their
Medglings & push out of the nest and the

voung birds are immediately soanng grocefully.

In real life. it doesn’t always work out that way.
Fledgling birds leam to fly the same way humean
babies learn to walk = by tnal and error. When
mother birds nudge their babies out, chances are
they are gomng 10 hit every branch on the way
down. It just takes them a httle while to eam

ther wangs. Cherv] tells us that “if you hove any
concerns about whether or not vou should be
helping a baby bird, pive the Socety a call and

wie will help you to assess the situation. Just make
sure you leave vour cats inside while the fledglmgs
are learnmg to fly!”

A commuon souree of mjury for brds comes
when they v into a window . Sometimes they
don't see the wandow and fhyv anto it by accident.
Cither times. they see their own reflection in the
window, assume that 11"z another bird, and
attack it. Chervl points out that “this is particu-
larly commaon in the spring when birds ae com-
peting for mates' and delending their termitory.”

In mast cases, birds that fly nto windows
are just temporanky stunned. Youw can help
them out by putting on gloves, picking them
up with a tea towel, and putting them mto a
k. Pul the box into a safe place until the

46 percent of the world's water is in the Pacifie, The Atlantle 2
has 23.9 percent, the Indian 20,3 and the Arctic 3.7 percent. 1.




bird Fuas had o chance to recover naturally.
Onee they have recovered, you can simply let
them fhy off. If vou notice anyv Mood or swelling,
call the Wildlife Rehabilitation Socety and they
will tell vou what to do

In some mstances, the birds may need 1o be
hrought 1n to the Wildlife Eehabilitation

Society. Chervl tells us that “when this happens.
we give the people who brought the birds in a
case number so they can follow up on them o
see how thev are doing, If they recover, and are
able 1o be released back mnto the wild, we offer
these peaple the chance to come down and
release the birds themsebves. It's a reallv exdul-
arating experience fo see an ammal you ve helped
out returned to the wald.™

The Socety accepis all kinds of different
species of birds. This includes some of the
more exobic birds, ke owls, hawks and eagles.
as well as evervday birds like crows, magpies
and seagulls. “We don’t think of anv of them
as miisarice birds that aren’t worth helpmg ™ .
suvs Cheryl. “Evervthing has its place in the Not Domesticated

coosvstem.” Staff with the Wikdlife Rehabilitation Society
feel strongly that wald animals need 1o be

treated ke wild animals. Cheryv] points out

that “when people ty 1o help out a wild amimal,
the anmal doesn’t realize they are trying

help. What they see s a huge predator with big
teeth. You don't pet a wild animal to reassure

it the: way you would a cat or dog. Any time you
are n close contagt with the anumal. vou increase
its slress level ™

People workmg and volunteenng at the Society
minimize their contact wath birds and animals,
only coming near them when:

1) They are being examined.

2} Their cages are being cleaned.

1) They are getting medication.

41 They are being fed.

|W, The Great Lakes are the largest group of freshwater lakes (n the world, (@




During the summer months, a number of
vilunteers help 1o feed baby birds that have
been orphaned or abandoned. Thev use
tweezers of svnnges to give foods to the birds
g0 that they can minimize phvsical contact.
Once the birds get older, they generally reject
all contact with humans and the food 15 simply
left 1o their cages. Chervl tells us that “it's
actually a good sign when the birds start to
reject contact with people. It shows that ther
defence mechansms and swrvival mstinets
are infact, and ensures they wall probabiy do
well when released into the wild.™

Predators like foxes and covoles need to leam
how to hunt 1f they are to sunave i the wild
The Wildlife Rehalitation Socicty has had a
lot of success sending orphaned fox kits off o
Irve with older foses that act as foster parcnts
al the Cochrane Ecological Institute,

Keep It Clean

People aften throw chocolate bar wrappers or
potato chup bags out of the windows of thewr
curs. Ammals smell the food resdue fefi in the
packaging and come o investigate - and all too
offen they are hit by cars. Another concern 1s
when people dump shells fom sunflower seeds
on sidewalks or roadways. Birds recopnize the
shells immediately and swoop down for o closer
look = often getting killed or impured by cars.

What can all of us do to make our provinee a
suffer place for our furry and feathered fiends?
The answer 15 sumple - we can keep it clean!
Cheryl notes that “we recently starfed a jomnt
campaign with Capatal City Cleanup that focuses
on the imporiance of keeping public places clean.
If we don't have garbage [Ving around, birds and
anmals wen't be drawn o™

Rainforests ance covered 14% of the earth's land surface:
now they cover §%.
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Making Amends

Should we be helpimg wild animals? Some
penple feel we should let nature take its
cottrse and let the animals fend for them-
sefves. Cheryl counters this argument by
pointing out that “the six main reasons
animals are brought in to our Society
inelude being caught by a cat, hit by a car,
shot by a gun. electrocuted, poisoned by
environmental toxing or caught in some
sort of man-made product. All of these
incidents are ultimately caused by human

imervention,”

Manv species are endangered or even facing
extinction because of habitat loss caused by
human development. We owe it to the other
species on the planet to make amends and
help make up for some of the damage we've
cansed them,

If you wish to report a hird or small
mammal that is sick or distressed,
call the Wilidlife Hotline Number at

780 914-4118,

For more information on the Wildlife Rehabilitation Society of Edmonton, visit their

website at WWW.wildlife-edm.ca
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It is estimated that the last remaining rainforests could be L
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